Dear Friends,
As I write the sun is shining, the birds are singing and everywhere bulbs are coming into flower. Spring is on its way at last and what a relief after this long, hard winter!

The trouble with bright sunny is days is that we begin to notice how grubby our homes have got during the long dark days of winter. A spring clean becomes necessary and out come our buckets and brooms to sort that out. 

In our Christian lives we find this time of year coincides with Lent: a time for a spiritual spring clean. A time for stepping back from some of our usual busyness and letting the bright light of God’s love into our dark and grubby corners. Time for a rethink about how we use our time or money. Time to be more disciplined in saying our prayers or reading the Bible. Maybe even a super human effort to get ourselves to church if we haven’t been for ages. Our Lent course will be a special occasion to step back and think about the big things of our faith. A healing service on Ash Wednesday (March 9th, 8pm at St Andrew’s) is an opportunity to bring our need for God’s touch in body, mind and spirit into his light and love. And it may be that you would like to come and have a chat about your Christian life with me: do phone and make an appointment. I would be very happy to encourage you as you grow in your faith. However we use this time let’s all take the opportunity for a spring clean for our hearts and lives.

And what of our church buildings? We have 2 spring cleaning days planned, one at St Andrew’s on March 26th and one at St Peter’s on April 2nd. Can you come and give some time and energy to help care for our buildings? Polishing, tidying, clearing: something for everyone. So please come and share in those days: I’m sure they will be great fun and will make a real difference. 

Whilst we are all thinking about our lives and our faith it won’t have escaped you that at present we don’t have a great deal going on in our churches for our children and young people. The reasons for this are many and varied. I’m happy to tell you that our young people’s Bible Study group has got off to a great start and we will be meeting twice a month on Sunday evenings at the Rectory. But what are we to do about little ones and children at primary school? I’m making a start by going into Richmond Avenue and Hinguar Street Schools to take assemblies every half term and hope to begin getting to know some of our local children. We are also fortunate in having many uniformed organisations using our halls. But I think most of us would agree that we would love to do more.

So my Lenten challenge to all of us is this. Please pray for wisdom and inspiration to know what God would have us do to share the faith with the children and young people of our area who are not currently going to any other church. Please also consider if you could give some time and energy to helping: could you help with an activity on a Sunday morning or afternoon? Could you help with an activity after school or during the school holidays? Could you help with refreshments or behind the scenes if you don’t feel able to help with the children themselves? What ideas do you have for reaching out to the local children and their families? We are not going to rush into lots of new activities. We will approach this prayerfully and will work within the resources God gives us. But when the moment seems right we will get on and try in the strength God gives us. So please be praying and thinking and talking to me and to one another about where God may be leading us. It is a task we can and must engage with.

We will not hide from their children, but will recount to generations to come,
The praises of the Lord and his power and the wonderful works he has done…
That the generations  to come might know, and the children yet unborn…
So that they might put their trust in God. Psalm 78.4-7
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Louise.
